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NEBRASKA CULTURAL
ENDOWMENT

Since 1998, the Nebraska Cultural Endowment has provided reliable
funding for Nebraska'’s arts and humanities — regardless of community

size or economic conditions.

HOW THE ENDOWMENT WORKS

The Nebraska Cultural Endowment raises private donations that
are matched dollar for dollar by the State of Nebraska. Together,
those funds are invested in a permanent endowment that generates
about $1 million each year for Nebraska’s arts and humanities.

The earnings are then distributed to Humanities Nebraska and
the Nebraska Arts Council to fund more than one-third of their

statewide programs and grants.

“THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES” ARE MORE THAN YOU THINK

Early literacy programs that support young families at libraries.
Art classes that connect older adults. Local festivals featuring
Nebraska performers. Traveling talks that preserve Nebraska's
history. Creative districts that put rural towns on the map.

All are made possible through the Nebraska Cultural Endowment.
In many rural communities, these opportunities wouldn't exist
without Endowment funding due to a lack of major donors.

How the Endowment
benefits all Nebraskans

The structure of the Nebraska Cultural Endowment
itself is a smart decision for Nebraska. Instead of being
spent immediately, private donations and state match
dollars are invested. Only the earnings are distributed,
allowing the Endowment to provide consistent arts
and humanities funding year after year.

A one-dollar donation becomes two dollars through
the state match. Over time, that investment can
generate many times its value in funding, all while the
original two-dollar investment remains.
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WHY THE STATE MATCH MATTERS

The State’s match funding encourages private
giving, doubles every donor’s impact and creates
a stronger funding model than public or private
support alone.

This unique partnership motivates Nebraska
donors to not only give but to be even more
generous. It also stretches taxpayer dollars by
creating a permanent source of funding rather
than spending those dollars once.



What's at stake

Nebraska is the only state in the nation with this kind of
public-private partnership for arts and humanities funding.

When federal funding was cut for the arts and humanities,
Nebraska remained far more resilient because of the
Nebraska Cultural Endowment. Other states began looking
to Nebraska's model as one worth replicating.

Despite this proven model and its clear benefit for all
Nebraskans, the State of Nebraska can decide to take
back its match dollars from the Endowment. While that
may help during a budget crisis, it weakens a funding
model built to serve Nebraska for generations.

Because when the State withdraws its match, the
Endowment earns less forever. It also takes back a promise
to donors who trusted they were doubling their gift's impact.

Reduced Endowment earnings results in fewer grants, fewer
programs and fewer opportunities in every corner of our
state. Communities lose the organizations and events that
strengthen local economies, bring people together and
inspire pride in where we live.
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NEBRASKA’S CULTURE

Whether you're an elected official, a cultural worker or a concerned
resident, you can help us protect the Nebraska Cultural Endowment.

» Advocate for protecting arts and humanities funding and
maintaining the State of Nebraska's promise to match
private donations.

» Share with your peers what “the arts and humanities”
actually are and why they matter to you. Download

» Download advocacy resources at NebraskaCulture.org/ advocacy
Advocacy, including funding impact lists for each legislative : resources
district that show recent grants and programs supported by
the Endowment.

NebraskaCulture.org/Advocacy



